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Abstract

The Santa Cruz (Gudichin) Community in Bangkok is a
European-descent community where many members claim descent
from Portuguese settlers, as expressed through their historical
accounts and cultural heritage. This article aims to study the factors
that contribute to the successful collection of local history in the
Santa Cruz (Gudichin) Community to the extent that this knowledge
could be coherently presented and lead to events such as seminars
held to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of Thai-Portuguese relations

in 2011 and the establishment of a community museum in 2015.
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The researcher gathered historical evidence, which was
analyzed through the historical method. The materials included
primary sources, such as archival documents from the Bangkok
Archdiocese and documents from members of the community and
old Portuguese-descent families. Secondary sources used included
academic works from university libraries, books, and other related
documents. Interviews with community members and field work
were also conducted in the Santa Cruz (Gudichin) Community.

The research found that the collection of the local history
of the Santa Cruz (Gudichin) Community was enabled by two
factors. The first factor was the existence and willingness of
representatives from the Thai-Portuguese members of the
community to give information regarding the community’s history.
This information was also verified by primary and secondary
historical evidence, particularly from the Prasartporn, Maneeprasit,
Charoensuk, and Singhatat families. The second factor was the role
of various agencies in helping to compile the historical evidence,
including the Roman Catholic clergy, who gathered and preserved
the maps and documents regarding the Santa Cruz (Gudichin)
Community, together with academics and other agencies who used
these and other materials for further studies. Consequently, due to
the work of these groups, the Santa Cruz (Gudichin) Community
became a model community for the recording, compilation, and
presentation of local history to those within the community, as well
as interested outsiders.

Keywords : Local History, Santa Cruz Community, Thai-Portuguese
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